
 

The 

 

Debt Reduction Campaign  
 

 Now is the time for this church to make a purposeful sacrifice towards reducing and eventually retiring 
our mortgage debt. This month, we will start a debt reduction campaign with the goal of a $1 million  reduction 
in principle by Aug. 2015 of our $4.1 million mortgage balance. Next year, we have to renegotiate this  
mortgage and a significant principle reduction will save the church a dramatic amount in terms of interest and 
cash flow.  In the five years we have been servicing this mortgage, we have paid the principle down almost 
$900,000. As gifts and sacrificial offerings are received during this campaign, they will be immediately applied 
to the mortgage principle.  This will compound their value in interest saved. 
 

 On September 14th members of the debt reduction committee will be visiting Sunday school classes 
with a brief informational message and invitations to congregational dinners being held on September 21, 25, 
and 29, 2014 at 6pm in Morris Hall. 
 

 Morris Hall and the Ministry Center have made dramatic changes in the life of this church and our  
community. Without the vision and sacrifices of many of you in the past, our faith journey would have been 
quite different. So in preparation, the first step in considering a sacrificial offering is to start a purposeful prayer 
dialog with God.  Listen for and be sensitive to the spiritual conviction that God’s leadership will provide in 
making this commitment.    Lee Miller, Administrative Council Chairman 
 

��� 
 

Which Evening Will You Attend? 
 

 You are invited to dinner on either Sunday, Sept. 21; Thursday, Sept. 25; or Monday, Sept. 29.  Each 
meal will begin at 6:00 pm in Morris Hall.  The meals are informational as we seek more fully to introduce our 
congregation to our need to reduce our debt.  During September and into October, we will seek pledges for debt 
reduction that are above and beyond our pledges to the Church Ministry Fund (budgeted ministry).   
 

 Please RSVP to the church office so that we might have an adequate amount of food prepared for each  
evening.  You can call the office at 252-637-4022, email bhicks@garberumc.com, or return a printed  
invitation which you will receive during Sunday school or worship. 

Everyone is invited!Everyone is invited!Everyone is invited!Everyone is invited!    

Adult Ministry Fellowship Breakfast &  Sunday School Open HouseAdult Ministry Fellowship Breakfast &  Sunday School Open HouseAdult Ministry Fellowship Breakfast &  Sunday School Open HouseAdult Ministry Fellowship Breakfast &  Sunday School Open House    

Sunday, September 7    •    9:00Sunday, September 7    •    9:00Sunday, September 7    •    9:00Sunday, September 7    •    9:00————10:30 am10:30 am10:30 am10:30 am    

Morris Hall/ClassroomsMorris Hall/ClassroomsMorris Hall/ClassroomsMorris Hall/Classrooms    



 

Stitches of Love 
 

We are ready to begin another year as we continue with our sewing mission to spread God’s love and hope to 
women and children in crisis.  We make colorful pillowcases for Coastal Women’s Shelter, Interfaith Refugee 
Ministry, and other Garber mission needs.  We make bright patchwork pocket squares for Promise Place and 
simple blankets and lap quilts completed with prayer knots.  We also make precious pillowcase dresses to be  
delivered to girls in Haiti and Africa.  Each completed item includes a specially made card with a Bible verse 
and a message of love and hope to the recipients.  Last year we made 150 pillowcases, 100 pillowcase dresses, 
50 pocket squares, 25 blankets and quilts and cards for each gift.   
 

 Willing hands, Caring hearts, Spreading love…...How can you be a part? 
 

Can you sew, cut, pin, press, fold, match fabrics, tie knots or bows, print, glue, decorate cardstock, package 
items or share in devotions, fellowship and fun?  Join us as we meet to create and spread 
God’s love.  We meet five times a year in Room 223 of the Ministry Center from 9:00am  
until 12:00pm.  For the remainder of 2014 we will meet on Sept. 12 and Nov. 14.  For the 
first half of 2015 we will meet on Jan. 9, Mar. 13 and May 8.  If you would like more info, 
contact Jan Williams at 638-4076 or tjw@centurylink.net or Nancy Adkins at 637-3695 or 
adkins3@suddenlink.net. 
 

“Our Lord does not care so much for the importance of our work  
as for the Love with which they are done.”  Teresa of Avila 

Local Mission Opportunity:  Volunteers Needed for RCS 
 

On the first Tuesday of each month, Garber UMC is committed to provide dinner for the  
residents of the RCS Homeless Shelter.  

 

We need volunteers for this important mission!  Can you help? 
 

Where: RCS building located at 919 George Street 
 

What: Provide a meal for 15 to 20 people who are staying at the RCS Shelter.  

Meals should be nutritious and tasty. (Not spaghetti, if you can help it. They get A LOT of spaghetti!)  
Meals should consist of a main dish and appropriate sides. Dessert is always appreciated, but not required.  

Beverages are appreciated.  
 

Meals should be prepared in advance and be delivered at 5:30 to the shelter. Food is served at 6. You can be as 
involved as you would like. Some people simply deliver the food, some stay and serve, 

some do a short devotion and some stay and clean up and visit with the folks there. If you 
can cook, but don’t want to deliver or if you can’t cook but are willing to deliver,  

let me know and I’ll make arrangements. 
 

Please contact Tracey Wheeler (Mense) at 252-422-2428 if you would like to volunteer.  

The Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study will be starting on Monday, September 15 at 9:30 a.m. 

in room 215.  We will be studying the Book of Romans.  The cost of the study book is $6, plus a $12 

commentary.  Please bring this money to the first class.  New members are welcome at any time, and 

the start of the study year is a great time to get involved!   If you have any questions, please call Ardelle Machle at 

633-0871.   



 

Welcome Susan Donnelly!  Susan is beginning as our new, Garber Church book-
keeper.  Susan moved to New Bern about a year ago with her husband, Brian, and 
their two sons, Devin and Ian.  They began attending the Garber Church about two 
months ago.  Susan originates from Minnesota.  She comes to us with a wide variety 
of accounting/bookkeeping functions including serving as the chief financial officer 
of a multi-state business she co-founded.  We welcome her to our staff, and we thank God for bringing 
her and her family among us. 

What Should I Give to God? 
 

This question is more commonly asked than many of us would know.  Pastors hear the question with some  
frequency, but it is asked overtly or subtly whenever one comes to an occasion for an offering or for a pledge.  The 
Church in its teaching can guide us, but each of us will make up our own mind. 
 

This year, we will be asked to consider our regular offering that involves us with the life and ministry of the Garber 
Church, and we will be asked also to consider a sacrificial offering to help us bring down debt.  This latter gift, we 
hope, will genuinely be above and beyond our other gifts to the ministry of the church.  In deciding what to do, we 
are helped by the Bible’s teaching. 
 

The Bible speaks very positively about the tithe. When the New Testament speaks of giving in proportion to how 
God has prospered us, the tithe forms the background.  The tithe is proportional giving.  The word “tithe” means “a 
tenth portion,” or “10%.”  The tithe is a return to God of the first ten percent.  Giving less than ten percent would not 
be a tithe. 
 

Many authors note that the first 10% is expected, and it is a tithe.  Anything given above the tithe is then called an 
offering.  Neither the Old nor the New Testament has a readily accessible title for the contribution that is less than 
10%.  Learning to tithe can be a challenging and an exciting dimension of spiritual growth and development.  
Tithing teaches us to put God first.  Tithing is an obedience.  Tithing makes us a full participant in every ministry so 
funded. 
 

In the Garber Church, many of us have opportunity to grow.  The following chart is based on a possible 668 giving 
households/individuals.  In returning these statistics, our software is considering gifts to the Ministry Fund and to 
debt reduction.  It does not consider other designated gifts.  Neither does it compare giving to frequency in  
attending.  Among the Garber Church family in the calendar year 2013, 
 

 3.5% (23) of our households gave 37% of our income ($526,000) 
 13.5% (90) of our households gave 36% of our income ($510,255) 
 11.6% (78) of our households gave 15% of our income ($207,993) 
 11% (74) of our households gave 8% of our income ($108,051) 
 27% (181) of our households gave 4% of our income ($63,874) 
 33% (222) of our households gave no recorded gift. 
 

Such a statistical table presents a danger.  If we let our mind become critical of others, we are spiritually in danger.  
If one fails to consider what God is asking or expecting of oneself, there is danger.  A question for each of us is, 
“can I, will I choose to grow?”  Will my household set it as a goal to develop more intentionally the habits of 
thanksgiving to God?  Additionally, we would ask above and beyond the gifts given to our ministry fund, “Can I, 
will I give sacrificially to reduce our debt?” 
 

The New Testament, in seeking to encourage giving, urges us to remember our Lord Jesus Christ who, although he 
was rich, for our sakes he became poor, that we, through his poverty, might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9)  With 
God’s giving as our example, let us grow spiritually as givers.  In answering the opening question, “What should I 
give to God,” consider where you are; set a plan to develop to the tithe and to offerings. 



 

ASK 
 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.”   Matthew 7:7-8 
 

As Christians we KNOW that God is with us – we KNOW that God cares for us – we KNOW that God works 
through other people.  However, as Christians we often forget that we must ASK!  The first word of this scripture 
passage from the Gospel of Matthew is ASK!  Jesus reminds the gathered community about God’s ever-present love 
and care.  
 

The Stephen Ministers at Garber UMC have received extensive training on how to be caring Christians who listen 
and love. Are you in a season of your life when “to ASK” might help you navigate your days?  Is it time for a  
Confidential, Trustworthy, Encouraging, Caring, and Prayerful Christian to Listen and Affirm you?  . . . Ask and it 
will be given to you! 
 

Talk to Pastor David, Pastor Matthew, or one of the Stephen Ministers wearing a blue nametag!  
 

Ask and it will be given to you. 

 Children’s Worship Boxes 
Kids! Don’t forget to pick up a worship box Kids! Don’t forget to pick up a worship box Kids! Don’t forget to pick up a worship box Kids! Don’t forget to pick up a worship box     

on your way into worship! on your way into worship! on your way into worship! on your way into worship!     

 Worship boxes are available for all children.  There are two sets of 

worship boxes available each Sunday; boxes for children ages 3-6 

and boxes for children ages 7-10.  Each worship box has an age appropriate  

worship bulletin that correlates with the week’s scripture readings, a  

coloring sheet, and crayons.  Thank you for returning your worship box at 

the end of the service so we can prepare them for the next Sunday! 

Thank You VBS Kids!Thank You VBS Kids!Thank You VBS Kids!Thank You VBS Kids!    

This year during the week of Vacation Bible School, the children brought in their daily 

offerings for the Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Campaign.   

As a result, they collect $200 and 7 bins of awesome toys!  Wow! 
 

At their last meeting, the Mission Committee members used the toys collected by the 

VBS kids and began to pack OCC shoeboxes — 36363636 shoeboxes were packed that night, 

but we ran out of boxes!  There were still 3 big bins of toys, so most likely another 20+ 

will be packed at the next meeting! 
 

Thank you, VBS Kids, for your generosity in donating so many toys!   

The $200 collected will go towards shipping the boxes later in the fall. 
 

For more information on Operation Christmas Child and how you can help 

Garber fill 1000 shoeboxes 1000 shoeboxes 1000 shoeboxes 1000 shoeboxes this year, see the article on page 7page 7page 7page 7    

or visit our website www.connect2garber.com and click on Missions. 



 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

New Fall Studies Begin September 7 
 

AGAPE Class  Disciple Bible Study  

             Sanctuary Campus 
                             Asbury Room 
 

BASIC Class  Study to be determined  
   MC Room 301 
 

Bridges Class  Andy Stanley DVD Study  
                    MC Room 218 
 

Motley Class  Children of the Day:  1&2 Thes.

   by Beth Moore 
   MC Room 223 
 

H2O Class  God’s Not Dead 

   by Rice Broocks 
   MC Room 309  
 

TIE Class  Where the Bible Meets Life  

   Series:  How We Are  
   Connected As Christians 

   MC Room 215 
 

Wesley Class  1 and 2 Timothy & Titus 
   N. T. Wright Series 

   MC Room 311 
 

Searchers  For young adults; college  

   kids come when home! 

   MC Room 224 
 

Family Matters The Book of Ephesians  
   Genesis to Revelation Series 
              MC Room 310 
 

FFITT Class    God’s Not Dead  
   by Rice Broocks 
   MC Room 222  

Wednesday Adult Studies 

 Session 1:  Sept. 10 - Oct. 15 
 

Sermon Remix   Led by Pastor David Banks 
Each week Pastor Banks will briefly review the 
sermons from the previous Sunday and present 
deeper insight thru small group discussions.  A 
great way to get questions answered and have 
more discussion on the topics and scriptures 
presented on Sundays. 
 

ALPHA   Led by Pastor Matthew Atha 
Alpha is a practical introduction to the  
Christian faith in a relaxed, nonthreatening, low 
key, friendly and fun setting.  Alpha is for  
everyone, especially those wanting to brush up 
on the basics, and it empowers persons in  
effective faith sharing. 
 

I Love Growing Older But I’ll Never Grow 
Old             Led by Dan Armstrong                 
Few want to admit it, but large groups of church 
members dread growing older. They seldom 
think of their later years as a time for spiritual 
growth. The truth is that crises of faith occur no 
matter how many years have passed. The  
purpose of this study is to explore open  
spiritual gateways for the last third of life.  
 

Dinner is available for a donation but 
please pre-register for the 6 weeks of 
meals so we might be good stewards of 
the food! 
 

Register online or find registration forms 
in Narthex or the MC Foyer 

Stay current and find more info on 

all studies on our website:   

connect2garber.com 



 

Mosaic News (MOtivated Seniors Active in Christ!) 
 

MOSAIC plans are underway for an exciting 2014 - 2015 year at Garber!  

We are EXPANDING to include members who are 55 and older.   

 As we kick off a new, exciting, and eventful year, we hope that you will join us: 
 

Sept. 8, 9, 10 - Annual Garber Women’s Retreat: Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC 
 

Sept. 19 - MOSAIC KICK-OFF PIG PICKING: Lawson Creek Park, 4 - 7 pm.  Call the church office 

or email Sue Webb at swebb@garberumc.com to make a reservation by no later than Sept. 8 if you 

would like to attend; no charge for this event. 
 

Sept 10 - Oct 15  We are very excited to sponsor a J. Ellsworth Kalas Bible Study on Wednesday 

nights led by one of our MOSAIC members, Dan Armstrong, entitled “I Love Growing Older, But 

I’ll Never Grow Old.” Growing older is a process. Growing old is a conclusion.  Let’s learn how to 

grow older gracefully and experience the joyful and productive life God wants for us.  Cost: $10:00  
 

Please register on-line or pick up a registration form in Narthex/Morris Hall foyer 

Too Few Footprints in the Sand 
 

A much enjoyed poem of uncertain authorship is entitled “Footprints in the Sand.”  The poem describes a dream in which a walk 
upon the beach is an allegory for the poet’s experience of God’s presence and care.  The poetry spans the author’s life presenting 
her story as footprints in the sand of a beach.   
 

As the scenes of her life flash before her in her dream, she notices that sometimes there are two sets of footprints. However, in 
other scenes, times of suffering, anguish, sorrow, and defeat; times painful and discouraging, there is but one set in the sand.  
Questioning God and believing that God must have abandoned his follower during those times, she asks,  
 

"You promised me Lord, that if I followed you, 
you would walk with me always. 
But I have noticed that during 

the most trying periods of my life 
there have only been one 

set of footprints in the sand. 
Why, when I needed you most, 
you have not been there for me?” 

 

Kindly God gives explanation: "During your times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that 
I carried you."  
 

The poetry is much loved.  It’s message seeks to affirm God’s faithful and true character.  God who said, “I will never leave you 
nor desert you,” has kept the promise.  However, what is not said and envisioned should concern us. 
 

In graduate studies, I worked as a teaching assistant for two different professors.  One had me read for him and summarize the 
books and articles.  More than once, he critiqued my summaries by reminding me to read for what the authors do not say as well 
as for what they do say.  That influence compels me to critique the poem and the myriad of associated pictures by asking what is 
not said?  What is missing in the vision?  What is not in the poem?  What does the poet not say? 
 

The poem forgets that God chooses a people through whom to present himself in the world.  Rather than one set of footprints or 
two, every scene should display hundreds.  Paul Tournier, a pioneer in Christian psychology and Christian counseling and     
therapy, wrote, “Two things cannot be done alone: be married and be Christian.”  God uses the body of Christ as the agent of his 
grace, of his presence, and of his care in both the joys and the trials of this life. 
 

Truly life in Christ is very personal.  We seek a personal relationship with Jesus.  However, even our very solitary moments with 
Jesus are supported by the ministry of the Church.  The Church gave us the Bible.  The Church gave and gives us the songs to 
which we listen.  The Church wrote our devotional books.  The Church taught us how to pray and how to serve.  The Church 
helps us walk with Jesus. 
 

Poet I am not.  However, if I were to describe my dream, the sand would be full of footprints, and every set would have so       
re-presented Christ that I would know that Jesus walked with me and with us.  How blessed we are because God chooses the 
Church to present his presence.   Blessings, David 



 

To Fannie “Mae’s” guardian angel:   

I don’t know who you are, but I just want to say thank you for the card and the gift.  God 

loves a cheerful giver, so I know He loves you!  You are so kind to give to me and the boys.  

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  Fannie “Mae” Cox 

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Campaign!  
 
Now is the time to start collecting the neat items that you want to pack into your shoeboxes to send to 
children around the world!  Collecting now helps avoid the rush in October/November, plus it allows you to 
spread out the cost of the project. 
 
Start looking around for sales on socks, toys, school supplies, t-shirts, hard candy, etc.  Pick up an item 
or two each week.  Plan to pack 2, 3, or 4 boxes – or one per member of your household.  Make a plan 
now and it will easily come to fruition this fall!  Garber Church has been challenged to pack 1000 shoe-
boxes this fall!  That means everyone needs to pack a box or two — so we need to start now! 
 
Operation Christmas Child delivers shoeboxes of gifts to children in desperate situations all around the 
world. These gifts of love and age-appropriate gifts bring joy and hope to these children.  But the  
greatest gift given in the boxes is the printed Gospel message (in their language) and the 12 week 
curriculum given to the village/town leaders who then teach the children about the life-saving  
message of our Lord.   
 
Below is a list of suggested items to begin collecting for your shoeboxes.  Boxes can be packed 
for a boy or a girl in age groups 2 - 4 years old, 5 - 9 years old, or 10 - 14 years old.   
 
TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed  
animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with  
extra batteries), etc. 

 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, 
notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 
 
NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs,  
washcloths, etc. 
 
ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 
 

Pre-printed official OCC shoeboxes will be available in October 
when we officially kick-off our collection project.  Until then, store your collected items  

in a special spot so they are ready to go in October! 
 

Operation Christmas Child is a division of Samaritan’s Purse International Relief. 
For more information, please visit their website www.samaritanspurse.org; click on “What We Do”  

to find more info on Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Campaign. 
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 

WHO CAN YOU “FETCH” THIS YEAR? 

In working with the teachers of both adults and children in training meetings this year, we have        

discussed the number of people amongst us, both in class and worship, who only come for one hour per 

Sunday morning.  In other words, there are a lot of people who only come to worship, and a lot of people 

who only come to Sunday School. 

 

So we worked through the acronym FETCH to brainstorm ideas to help us invite others to come to 

BOTH worship and Sunday School.  Here are some of the ideas the teachers came up with: 

F find, friends, fellowship, food 

E encourage, engage 

T the invite, telephone/text, tackle :) 

C cultivate (the relationship), call 

H hook, help (make this their home), honor, high attendance! 

 

What ideas do you have?  How can you help?  How can you set the example for your family and friends?  

Are you informed on what is offered at Garber so you can invite folks to come?  Check out the website 

and read your newsletters to keep current!   Who do you know that you can invite to join you both in 

worship and classes?  Make a list!  Check it twice!  And get moving!  

 

September 7th is a great “open door” event for visitors and members alike to  

come and check things out!  Hope to see you there! 


